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Prestonsburg, located in the Big Sandy Valley, is the county 
seat of Floyd County. Prestonsburg, along with other communities 
in Eastern Kentucky
1
form the geographical region of the Eastern 
Mountain and Coal Field region. 
Geographically speaking, the Eastern Mountain and Coal Field 
Region has three areas that are very different from each other even 
though all have more or less the common element of high and rough 
land. These three areas are, in order from west to east, (1) the 
Escarpment area, (2) the Plateau Area, and (3) t he Mountain and 
Creek Bottom Area. Prestonsburg is located in the Mountain and 
Creek Bottom area that has high, rocky, and forested mountain 
ridges, which are unused by highways and farms, and its rivers and 
creek bottoms, where the roads and homes are located. 
Prestonsburg's climate is temperate. The climate elements of 
sunlight, heat, moisture, and winds are all in moderation without 
prolonged extremes. Rainfall is abundant and fairly regular through-
out the year. Warm-to-cool 1eather prevails with only short periods 
/ 
of extreme heat and cold. The following table indicates type of 
climate for Prestonsburg:l 
















Temp. Norm. Pree. Nonn. 
Deg. Fahrenheit Inches 
























Annual Norm. 54.5 42.25 
Station Location: Dewey Dam 
Station Location: Bristol, Tennessee 
Av . Relative 
Humidity Readings 




























Length of Record: 7:00 A. M. readings 16 years; 
7:00 P. M. readings 16 years. 
Days cloudy or clear: (27 yrs . of record) 90 clear , 112 partly cloudy, 
163 cloudy 
Precent of possible sunshine:(16 yrs. of record) 6.27° 
Days with precipitation of 0.01 inch or over:(19 yrs. of record) 133 
Days with 1 . 0 inch or more snow, sleet, hail:(21 yrs. of record) 4 
Days with thunderstorms:(21 yrs. of record) 46 
Days with heavy fog : (21 yrs . of record) 41 
Prevai ling wind: (9 yrs . of record) West southwest 
Seasonal heating-degree days: (29 yrs. of record) Approximate long-
term means 4, 143 degree days. 
The layout of Prestonsburg is enclosed and gives a detailed 
description of residential districts, and Industrial districts. 
The land use of Prestonsburg is based on a Zoning Ordinance 
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adapted in 1966. The purpose of the ordinance was to promote the 
general welfare by establishing and regulating zoning districts 
throughout the City of Prestonsburg. These districts designate 
sufficient space for all necessary uses of land , by protecting the 
permitted uses in each district from the undesirable effects of 
conflicting uses~ and by ensuring the stable value of all permitted 
development. The ordinance further seeks the general welfare by 
protecting the efficiency and encouraging the improvement of traffic 
circulation and access to the land in all districts in order that 
daily travel and commerce may increase in safety and may be carried 
forth with a minimum of delay for the benefit of all activities and 
persons in Prestonsburg. 
t/"" Prestonsburg was incorporated January 2, 1818. It had been 
settled in 1797 and was known as Preston's Station in honor of 
Colonel John Preston, long time Treasurer of Virginia, who held 
extensive land grants in the area. The six citizens of Prestonsburg 
in 1800 made it the 29th town in population in Kentucky as reported 
to the Census Bureau in that year. Prestonsburg was the:' f i rst 
settlement in this area of Kentucky. 
The early days of Prestonsburg are filled with the sagas of the 
brave Indian fighters of the frontier. These rugged men not only made 
Kentucky safe, but cleared the way for western development as well . 
However, not all the brave settlers were men. Jenny Wiley's name is 
well known to Kentuckians. She was the only escapee of an Indian 
massacre. Anthony Wayne's victory over the Indian in Ohio in 1795 
ended the Indian threat for Kentuckians. Men began to filter into 
the mountains over I ndian and animal t r ails, and gradually the 
settlement grew until in 1837 the first steamboat came down the 
Big Sandy to Prestonsburg. Soon the boats made regular runs 
down the river carrying supplies. These were reloaded on push-
boats and deliver ed through the area. 
In 1902 the railroad came to Prestonsbur g. The iron horse 
was needed in the valley, but it needed the valley too for here 
~ 
were the masses of coal which the roads depended. Coal was first 
t 
di scovered in the Big Sandy Valley in 1750 by Dr. Thomas Walker . 
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""" Since that time, coal has become king of the mountains. Originally 
the settlers used t he coal for heating their homes and nothing more, 
but with the advent of modern industry and transportation, mines 
wer e opened and coal was produced in abundance. As the years passed 
mining increased, natural gas become abundant, farming products were 
\l \ 
marketed Prestonsburg became a thriving community and at present leads 
~ 
all Floyd County communities in economic development . 
The population of Prestonsburg has remained rather stable in the 
past twenty (20) years. The following table gives comparison of 
Prestonsburg, Floyd County and Kentucky population s i nce 1900:2 
POPULATION DATA FOR PRESTONSBURG AND FLOYD COUNTY 
WITH COMPARISONS TO THE KENTUCKY RATE OF CHANGE, 1900-70 
Prestonsburg Floyd County Kentucky 
Year Po:12ulation Z°Change Po:12ulation oLo Change o/o Change 
1900 409 15.552 15.5 
1910 1 ,120 173.8 18,623 19.7 6.6 
1920 1,667 48. 8 27,427 47 . 3 5.5 
1930 2 ,105 26.3 41,942 52 . 9 8.2 
1940 2,328 10.6 52,986 26 . 3 8.8 
1950 3,585 53. 9 53,500 0 . 9 3. 5 
1960 3,133 - 12.6 41,642 - 22 . 1 3.2 
1970 3 , 289 3. 0 37,700 (Est . ) 
~ ti .J' " if ' 
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It is extremely difficult to locate statistics based on Prestonsburg. 
It is believed that listing statistics for Floyd Cotmty and Kentucky 
will be enlightening and may give an idea of statistics that would apply 
.0. to Prestonsburg in various categories. 'o\)I"' 0 All information is based on 
~r 1960 Census :3 
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MEDIAN YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 25 
YEARS OLD AND OVER 
Male 
1950- 1960 
U. S. 9,0 10. 3 
Kentucky8.3 8.5 
Floyd 7 , 2 7,8 
Female 
1950- 1960 
9. 6 10.9 
8 . 5 8 .8 




8 . 4 8.7 
7 , 3 8.o 
PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES GOING ON TO COLLEGE
4 
1962 1963 1964 
Kentucky33.3 39 . 6 43 ,7 
Floyd 37.0 38 . 6 42 . 4 
FERTILITY RATIOS , 1930, 1940, 1950, 1960 
FERTILITY RATIOSa 














aNUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OF AGE PER 1000 FEMALES 15- 44 
INCLUSIVE . 
ESTIMATED NET CHANGE IN POPULATION DUE TO MIGRATION, 1950- 1960, 
1940-50 , 3 
1940- 1950 
Kentucky -372,988 





Prestonsburg's economy has been growing rapidly for an Eastern 
Kentucky community in the last .for (4) years. For many years the (' \,~~ 
0
~ 
community thrived on limited number in mining, services, and trade. 
Also , by being the county seat of government and the largest 
community in the county, many citizens were employed in operation of 
county government and retail trade . These are currently important in 
the economy of Prestonsburg, but a few new diversified industries 
have added greatly to the economic picture in Prestonsburg. 





Big Sandy Ready Mix Concrete Inc. 7 Male 0 Female-7 
Coal Bit Company, Inc. 12 Male 4 Female-16 
Kentucky Appalachian Industries, Inc . 50 Male 180 Female- 230 
May Sign Company, Inc. 7 Male 1 Female- 8 
Prestonsburg Publishing Company 5 Male 0 Female-5 
U.S. Shoe Corporation 28 Male 184 Female- 212 
Manufacturing employment has exhibited great growth since 1960, 
as illustrated by an increase of 700 new jobs in manufacturing. This 
increase is partly attributable to the recent location of U. S. Shoe 
Corporation, a manufacturer of ladie's shoes, and Kentucky Applachian 
Industries, a contract sewing and stitching concern. Combined 
employment of these two industries represenst more than 60 percent 
of the increase. 
There is a current estimated labor supply of 6,800 men and 11,550 
women available for industrial jobs in the labor market area of Floyd 
County. In addition, by 1976 ,there will be 10,500 young men and 
10,100 young women who will have become 18 years of age and pot enially 
available for employment. 
Taxes are always an emotional topic in any community and quite 
naturally Prestonsburg is no exception . Many small communities have 
difficulty in raising sufficient revenue to provide the necessary 
services the citizens need and have a right to expect . As a measure 
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to provide these additional funds, the Prestonsburg City Council 
adapted an occupational tax for all persons working in the city 
limits of Prestonsburg . It is anticipated that these funds will 
allow for current necessities and provide a means for future services 
with normal growth that is expected in Prestonsburg . 
The Assessed Value of Property-1969 provides these statistics:5 
ASSESSED VALUE OF PROPERTY- 1969 










37 ,968 ,432 
LOCAL GENERAL PROPERTY TAX RATES PER 100 OF ASSESSED VALUATION 1969 
Taxing Unit Prestonsburg Floyd County 
State .015 .015 
County .225 .225 
School .506 .506 
City .300 
Total 1.046 .746 
Since the early settlement of Prestonsburg there have been a close 
relationship between family and the community. The entire area of 
Eastern Kentucky has always been considered one of the few areas of the 
United States where the family and their fellow- man were in close harmony 
for all problems of individuals and the connnunity . Unfortunately, 
area is slowly changing in that respect. The individual families 
the 
,,.., :->) ( ' · 
themselves are gradually becoming less united and is an indication of 
problems that lie ahead for our community. The earliest moral and ethical 
writings suggest that a society or community loses its strength if 
V 
people fail in their family obligations. The laxness of parents indicates 
~ 
'~ 1 
that t he role behavior that is learned within the family becomes 
the model for role behavior in other segments of the society. By 
passing these unfortunate behavi ors on to the next generation the 
family act s as a conduit or transmission belt by which the behavior 
l., ' 
is kept alive. \ ~ ·\ ~ o ,J.. '"\ ~ ~ ~\J\,,...~ ,. - , -
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There are a few houses for rent or sale in Prestonsburg . The 
rental range for a two-or- three- bedroom house is 75 to 100 (dollars) 
per month. The construction cost for t he same size structure is 
approximately 15,000 to 20,000 (dollars) depending on the l ocation 
and materials used . Several low- rent housing developments have been 
constructed and others are on the drawing board . 
The Prestonsburg High School and Prestonsburg Graded School had 
a combined enrollment of 1673 for end of school year 1969- 70 , These 
incl ude 789 in high school and 884 in grades 1- 8. The school is part 
of the Floyd County School System and has students enr olled outside 
the city limits . The student- teacher ratio was 28- 1 in graded school 
and 19-1 in high school . The current percent of high school graduates 
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Mine Machinery Mechanics 
Printing 
Radio & TV Repair 
Welding 
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES IN AREA 
Name Area- within 80 miles 
Location Enrollement 
Prestonsburg Community College 
Prestonsburg 410 
I\ r-' O,~ 
Pikeville Pikeville 1,172 ~~,, ~)~ 
Morehead State Univ. Morehead 6,262 
°i o-o 
Alice Loyd College Pippa Passes 274 
Lees Junior College Jackson 368 
Hazard Community College 
Hazard 246 













The City of Prestonsburg has a Mayor who is elected for a four , \.1-1\rS~~ 
year term and eight Councilmen elected for two year terms. \ .~~o'"~· 
~ ~~ .1 
Prestonsburg presents a highly favorable climate in which ~ ~ 0,) \- ' 
area residents and their families can work and play . 
Jenny Wiley State Park provides facilities for lodging 
fishing, camping, golf and other recreational pursuits. Archer 
Park, a municipal facility, is fully lighted and provides year -
around recreational activities, with supervision during the 
11 
summer months . Dewey Lake offers many outdoor recreational facilities 
to residents and tourists. 
The Jenny Wiley Drama Association, the East Kentucky Concert 
Series, and the Prestonsburg Conununity College offer the public 
cultural events, including pl ays, concerts, exhibits and lectures. 
Transportation facilities are adequate for the community. U. S. 
23, the Mountain Parkway , and Kentucky Route 80 provide excellent 
highway facilities . Rail service is available through the services 
of the Chesapeake & Ohio Rai lway. The Combs Airport , 8 miles north 
of town, provides local air transportation; commercial air service is 
available at the ill-fated Tri- State Airport in Kenova , West Virginia, 
approximatel y 76 miles north of Prestonsburg. 
Health facilities are provided by Prestonsburg General Hospital 
and Floyd County Health Department • . Our hospital has 47 beds, 6 
doctors, 9 registered nurses and 21 licensed practical nurses . A new 
150 bed hospital is under construction and will be completed in near 
future . 
The Floyd County Library, one of Kentucky's most modern, has a 
collection of 35 ,000 volumes with a yearly circulation of approximately 
140,000. 
The community has 11 churches with all denomi nations represented. 'r}0-oo~· 
The future of Prestonsburg looks extremely bright. Small 





facilities to educate the young, an energetic city government 
and the desire of all citizens to improve their community are 
several factors that will erase from American minds the 
synonymous association of "Appalachia" and Poverty. 11 --T (J. r_.> 0-~ 
f'~ ~A-~A 
~ ~+~ 
yvJ ..Ir ~ _9-0.... ' 
13 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
1. Kentucky Department of Commerce, Industrial Index: Prestonsburg, 
Kentucky, 1966, p . 44. 
2 . Kentucky Department of Commerce, Industrial Index: Prestonsburg, 
Kentucky, 1966, p. 3, 
3, University of Kentucky, Department of Rural Sociology, Kentucky's 
Population in the 1960's. 1965. 
4. Higher Education in Kentucky 1965-1975: A Program of Growth and 
Development. Kentucky Commission on Higher Education, 1966. 
5. Kentucky Department of Revenue, Kentucky Property Tax Rates, 1969. 
6. Kentucky Department of Commerce, Industrial Index: Prestonsburg, 
Kentucky, 1970. 
Kentucky Department of Commerce, Division of Community Planning 
an~ Development, Zoning Ordinance : Prestonsburg, Kentucky . 
Scalf, Henry P. Floyd County Sesquicentennial 1800-1950, 
Prestonsburg, Kentucky. 
